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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Relationship between the Children’s
Development of Predicates and Syntactic Ability

Hyunjoung Lee

(Dept. of Rehabilitation Medicine,

National Health Insurance Corporation Ilsan Hospital)
Chang IL Park, Eun Sook Park & Hyang Hee Kim
(Dept. of Rehabilitation Medicine,

Yonsei University)

Children seem to develop the ability to create syntactic forms by learning and using
predicates, composed of adjectives and verbs. The purpose of this study was to
investigate the relationships between children’'s syntactic ability and the ability of
predicate production. Thirty—five children who are mainly using two or three words in an
utterance (21 males and 14 females) participated in this study. The mean age of the
children is 31.9 months (range: 22-41 month). Subjects were required to play freely with
six sets of toys. After gathering the samples of spontaneous speech, we evaluated the
MLUw, MLUm, TNP, and NDP. MLUw and MLUm were computed by Korean
Computerized Language Analysis, Version 2.0 (KCLA). TNP and NDP were manually
calculated. The results were as follows. A significant increase was found in TNP and
NDP along with an increase in MLUw and MLUm. The three groups defined in terms of
MLUw showed differences. TNP increased successively in each of the three groups,
whereas an increase in NDP in MLUm was found only in group II. Moreover, a
significant difference in TNP was found only between group II and group III, and that of
NDP, between group I and group III. The implication of the study is that children acquire
language in two successive periods.

Key Words: mean length of utterance(MLU), total number of predicate(TNP), number of
different predicate(NDP), development of predicates
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