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Background & Objectives: A nonword repetition task performance reflects the status of
speech-language development as related to auditory-perceptual, memorial, and speech
planning/programming processes, which are essential for normal speech-language develop-
ment. Investigation of the normal developmental pattern of nonword repetition skills is
necessary so that the repetition skills can be clinically used to identify young children with
speech and language impairment. The purpose of the present study is to investigate the
developmental patterns of nonword repetition performance in typically developing children
between 2 and 5 years of age. Methods: The participants in this study were 80 typically
developing children that were divided into 8 age-groups (6-month intervals, 10 children
per group). The repetition task consisted of 1- to 4-syllable nonwords that were system-
atically manipulated for articulation difficulty levels and syllable structures. Results: 1)
Nonword repetition skills improved as children got older. The improvement in repetition
skills increased drastically between 2 and 3 years of age, and the performance became
stable at 4 years of age. 2) Nonword repetition skills in terms of syllable lengths were
different in the 2- to 4-year-old groups, but not in the 5-year-old groups. Discussion &
Conclusion: The nonword repetition task effectively elicited responses from the 2- to
5-year old participants, and developmental change in their repetition skills was observed.
The present study provides fundamental data that can be used to identify speech and
language impairment in young children. (Korean Journal of Communication Disorders
2010;15;561-571)

Key Words: nonword repetition, typically developing children
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