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Objectives: This study aimed to examine developmental differences in conversational
skills from childhood to adolescents. Methods: A total of 45 students were participated in
the study. Fifteen students were in the higher grade of elementary school, 15 were in mid-
dle school and 15 were high school students. Conversation samples were collected by the
examiner through the Hallym Conversation & Pragmatic Assessment Protocol. The number
of turn-taking, frequency of utterances per turn, the total number of topics, frequency of
turns per topic, rates of initiation, maintenance, and change were measured. Results: The
results revealed a significant difference in the total number of topics, frequency of turns
per topic the rates of initiation, maintenance, and change excluding utterance per turn.
Conclusion: The results of the study show that conversational skills develop continuously
during late childhood and adolescents. These help us further understanding of conversa-

tional skills in adolescent periods.
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Table 1. Participants information

Elementary school ~ Middle school ~ High school
=15) (N=15) (N=15)

Chronological age (mo) 138.33(7.77) 167.93(8.28)  216.00(14.82)
REVT

RLA 163.20(9.93) 190.44(4.22)  192.00(.00p

ELA 162.40(12.72) 191.20(3.09)  192.00(.00p
K-WISC-IV

Vocabulary 11.8(1.3P

Comprehension score 11.3(15pP

Values are presented as mean (SD).

REVT=Receptive & Expressive Vocabulary Test (Kim, Hong, Kim, Jang, & Lee,
2009); RLA=receptive language age; ELA=expressive language age.

*is a score below 17 years old.

®is a score of 18 years or older.
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Table 2. Results of turn-taking and frequency of utterance per turn according to age group

Elementary school Middle school High school F Tukey post hoc
Number of turn-taking 68.00(15.60) 74.46(11.31) 99.00(23.32) 13.143%%* H>EM
Frequency of utterance per turn 1.20(.18) 1.33(.30) 1.36(.16) 2.065
Values are presented as mean (SD).
***p<.001.
Table 3. Results of conversational topic manipulation according to age group

Elementary school Middle school High school F Tukey post hoc
Total number of topics 16.33 (4.45) 13.46(1.76) 10.80(1.26) 14.046%** E>M>H
Frequency of turn per topic 4.26(.79) 5.57(.83) 9.24(2.23) 47 613*** H>M>E
Rate of initiation 3.50(.93) 2.78(.58) 2.06(.68) 13.822%** E>M>H
Rate of maintenance 85.43 (5.64) 90.13(3.69) 94.37(1.74) 18.525*** H>M>E
Rate of change 11.05(6.08) 7.07 (3.25) 3.28(1.73) 13.432%*% E>M>H

Values are presented as mean (SD).
***p<.001.
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