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1. A& o 8 o}l To oAM= o]ojFiT) Atel 9
ShH §l7]o]slFxlobe2 o] AAF B FE3hE A
gl7lolal R rlobs2 Aol AEg ZAs|sst ARE Bl Yot 48019 59, 9] 59 ¢
(Word decoding)s2o] ol -3kl ¢17] o] o] & AoJstr|selo] Uut obsat Hlwske] -9
3flofl 2ol IS 7= o= AA s HCain & u]dlA Wertk(Catts, Adlof & Weismer, 2006;
Oakhill, 2007). A3) AL A7} o] A 4 go] Nation et al., 2004; Nation & Snowling, 1998a).
Z SZo)A] theFst Qo] 58 Ago] Uelhgth o AH71olarlobso] Al TofAfdl o] Slrk
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ARl dolARlE A S5 Foto] YE dole}

= 4, 524, A ARES desAIA
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dofofu A |y e Ao R dojuh= WA A
Al AEA ol HR o] Yotk 7o Hrt AFugh
At o] Fasitt. H3A(Priming tasks)=
FojrH o g Yojuh= ARl ARA 4 1
AHog dolg = = A W Foll shelchz]
A= - Taft, 1998). MahAl= A3 A=(HEA=)
S AABHIL oo T AF(EHIAT)S A|A[sto] vE
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oA B e HSHESS & 4 gk e
o] 2710 W2 MSARIS) o URAHEY AT <E

— 4> A

<E-4> H7|olsh BT chnf AkolE R Tho| of Y
2aEs 2o
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=4 HMBY ARET EBIHEZ F ]
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gith o] Ans /sl (Collins & Loftus,
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Background & Objectives: It has been reported in many studies that children with poor
reading comprehension (poor comprehenders) exhibit impairments in various language
skills. However, such reports are mostly based on their performances on standardized
language tests and studies tapping their underlying language processing are limited. In the
present study, we investigated whether Korean-speaking poor comprehenders exhibit
semantic priming effect during lexical decision tasks. Methods: Fifteen poor compre-
henders in grades 4-6 and 15 typically developing children participated in the study. The
children were asked to perform a lexical decision task on target words preceeded by either
semantically related words or unrelated words. Both the target words and the preceeding
priming words were visually presented on a computer screen. Results: Both the poor
readers and typically developing children showed a semantic priming effect where there
lexical decision times on target words following semantically related words were signifi-
cantly faster than those following unrelated words. However, the poor readers were
significantly slower than the typically developing children in the overall lexical decision
times. Discussion & Conclusion: The significant effects of semantic priming in both
groups indicate that the processing pattern of word meaning appeared to be similar in
both groups of children. However, slower lexical decision times of the poor readers
indicate that their processing of word meaning may be less effective than typically
developing peers. (Korean Journal of Communication Disorders 2010;15;168-176)

Key Words: children with poor reading comprehension, priming tasks, word semantic
processing, lexical decision tasks.
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